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Villa Madruzzo gets its name from the most famous and important dynasty of prince-
bishops that the Trentino region has ever known: the Madruzzo family.
Built just before the Council of Trento (1545-1563), it belonged to the prince-bishop 
Cristoforo Madruzzo, one of the leading � gures of the period of the Council, who chose 
it as a summer residence where he entertained many illustrious people.
Several decades later, the villa became the property of his nephew, Cardinal Ludovico 
Madruzzo who, in turn, bequeathed it to the prince-bishop Carlo Gaudenzio Madruzzo. 
Lastly, the villa belonged to his successor, Carlo Emanuele Madruzzo. Here the history 
of the villa takes on a shade of pink because the bishop fell in love with lady Claudia 
Particella who would resided in the villa next door. An underground secret passage was 
built that allowed the bishop to discretely meet with his   lover. The Pope refused Carlo 
Emanuele’s candidacy as cardinal because of his love a� air. At his death (1658), also due 
to a nearby landslide, the building was abandoned and fell into disrepair.
In  the mid-1800’s, upon those remaining ruins, Felice Mazzurana, an important 
industrialist in Trento, built the present classical style villa that his adopted son, Paolo 
Oss, the future mayor of Trento, enriched with various pieces of outdoor decor . The park 
is home to a Lebanese cedar tree that, according to an assessment by technical forestry 
engineers, is 400 years old. Cracked open by lightning 50 years ago, it was treated until 
completely healed. 

Friday, 26th June, 2015
19.30 Shuttle from Piazza Dante (side Via Al� eri)
23.30 Shuttle from Villa Madruzzo to Piazza Dante (side Via Al� eri)

Villa Madruzzo
Via Ponte alto, 26
Trento (TN)
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Fondazione Bruno Kessler 
Over 350 researchers (220 of which include students working on their theses, PhD 
students, and visiting professors); 8 research centers; 7 laboratories, including the MT- 
LAB, which has been out� tted for the design and production of silicon devices; 30 
combined spin-o� s and start-ups; and a library specialized in historical and philosophical-
theological sciences with over 250.000 volumes. 
These numbers represent the Fondazione Bruno Kessler (FBK), which conducts research 
activities in the � elds of Information, Materials and Microsystems Technologies, 
Theoretical Physics, Historical Italian-German Studies, Religious Sciences and 
International Politics. Additionally, through its network, FBK deals with research in the 
communications and public policies sector.

Research Center on International Politics and Con� ict Resolution
The Research Center on International Politics and Con� ict Resolution (FBK-CERPIC) is 
among the newest created by the Bruno Kessler Foundation, having been inaugurated 
in February 2012. 
It has the ambition of developing and enriching the Italian network of scholars of 
international politics, as well as becoming the main location for the speci� c study of war 
and peace in the country, networking with like-minded institutes at the national and 
international level, and thus contributing to the development of a particularly Italian 
point of view on those issues.
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